Designing the web

Class O




Web design
is not that
hard!
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If you are in need of a new website, a renovation of your current one, or consulting to

advise you on how your organization can make the most out of the web, please :
non-digital world.

CONTACT ME.
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I love Drupal and web standards

Drupal is an open source content management system that will one day save the

world. Think of Drupal as a robust framework that provides lots of tools to make

Course Goals are three-part:

Conceptual: be able to articulate about the process of the design of websites works
and understand the terms and technologies that make up the web.

Technical: learn through hands-on exercises to make websites using web
languages.

Tangible: create your own website throughout the course and be able to show it to
everyone you know!!!



Agenda

Evolution of web design
Conceptualizing big and small sites
Backend vs Frontend
Languages of the web

. Steps for creating a site




Web design is constantly evolving

108,

Designing websites is an ever-changing process, which is good and exciting. There
always new technologies to take advantages of and new ways to push the
boundaries of what is possible.
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Search the web using Google!
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Compare how the design of websites has changed over the years using
Archive.org.

Google.com then (January 1999) and now
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Evolution only works in tandem with
the capabilities of web browsers.

Although technologies are always evolving, web designers need to deal with the
limitations of web browsers, which is bad. Ultimately, if web browsers do not support
the latest features of web languages, web designers will have a hard time using
these new features in real sites for their clients.
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Web desighers want to do a lot

Web browsers limit them

This is a major theme in the design of websites. Web designers are always trying to
push the boundaries of what is possible, but web browsers limit them. Modern day
browsers like Chrome and FireFox are helping web designers to use some of the
most advanced features available today, but with so many people still using ancient
browsers like Internet Explorer 6, it is not always so easy.



Big sites and small sites

Letds think about how fAbig siteso |ike Wi ki



Big websites are dynamic

Databases, Python, servers, oh my!

Big websites like Wikipedia make use of web technologies that make their content

dynamic. Using databases and languages that run on web servers (like Python), big

websites can serve users targeted/personalized information and generate different

views of content based on user interactions (example: user wants to see all items

from a storebdébs website that are bags, most|l
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Content Management Systems

Big websites often use content management systems like Blogger, Wordpress,
Drupal or Joomla. A Content Management System (CMS) gives web designers a
Graphic User Interface (GUI) for administering the content and functionalities of
their websites. It is very useful when a website (like Wikipedia) contains millions of
pages. A CMS takes care of much of the complicated technology that web
designers dondot want to worry about.



Simple websites are static

Simple websites of only a few pages are usually static, which is the opposite of

dynamic. Static means that all files and pages on the site exist on the web server

and do not change based on a user s 1interac
folder on your home computer that lives on the internet).

For example, if a storeb6s website was made
see bags that are mostly red and under $50, a specific page would have to exist
with this information; the web designer wol

with all the relevant products on it and he



couldndét be generated dynamically (think: o

Image from: Server: http://blog.eukhost.com/images/dell-PowerEdge_server.jpg
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If you have ever used Dreamweaver, you were probably editing the contents of a
static website.
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