




***Review from last class*** 
Especially when you are first starting out, it is helpful to imagine that the three 
languages of the frontend have different functions in the design of webpages. 
HTML- structure 
CSS- appearance 
JavaScript- behavior 



***Review from last class***  
Keep in mind the topics we have already discussed about HTML. An HTML document 
has principally two parts, the <head> and <body>. HTML5 is the latest greatest 
version of the HTML spec, and the <!doctype html>, the first line in your HTML 
document, declares to the browser you are writing in HTML5. 
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***Review from last class*** 
Remember that HTML elements perform two important functions, just like shampoo. 
They provide structure and definition to your content. 
 
Image from: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-
vOrHJ6jQxpI/Tmo7zlVWkpI/AAAAAAAAAuQ/CS6HBFoppwA/s1600/1.jpg 
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***Review from last class*** 
Here is a very important theme in the world of web design. You will make better 
webpages if you first think about how your content should be structured and defined 
ǿƛǘƘ I¢a[Φ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ WŀǾŀ{ŎǊƛǇǘ clicky things- this is all 
AFTER you make sure from base 0 your HTML document is able to be interpreted by a 
screen reader (which is how many blind people navigate the internet) and by a search 
engine (wait you thought they could think?). Properly applying HTML will make 
EVERYTHING easier down the road- your CSS will make more sense (wait till you get 
there) and be easier to maintain and web designers will think you are sexy. 
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Let's begin our discussion on CSS today with a famous quote. Does anyone know who 
wrote this (the background image shouldn't be too big of a hint)? 
 
Image from: http://interactive.wxxi.org/highlights/2011/03/search-shakespeare-duty-
poets-and-all-time 
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Like HTML, CSS performs two main functions. It controls both the styling and 
positioning of HTML elements on webpages. 
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So how do HTML and CSS communicate with one another? Think about what we've 
spoken about in previous classes. 
 
Image from: 
http://blog.lpinnovations.com/Portals/31499/images/Girls%20Talking-resized-600.jpg 
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CSS is referenced in the <head> of an HTML document, and is in that sense "served 
up" to act on that particular document. Yes, you can also use inline CSS styling or CSS 
directly in the HTML <head>, but this is not good practice and makes maintenance a 
nuisance. 
 
Image from: http://wallpapers.free-review.net/42_~_Heavens_Rays.htm 
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The CSS file has instructions (called rules) that are enacted upon HTML elements, as if 
they were peons with no choice but to adhere to the CSS rules. All the world's a 
ǎǘŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ I¢a[ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōȅ /{{Φ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜΧ 
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CSS is the language of gods. 
 
Image from: http://www.rankopedia.com/CandidatePix/30661.gif 
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So let's refresh our memory on the different ways CSS can invoke its wrath on the 
HTML peons. What we are talking about here is how the CSS knows which part of the 
HTML to control. These are known as CSS selectors. 
 
A class is applied to an HTML element, and it can appear multiple times on a page. An 
element can have multiple classes. A class is a good choice for CSS styling when a 
bunch of elements share a number of properties. For example, if all rows in a table 
are going to be red with a blue border, each row can have the same class. 
 
Image FROM: 
http://campus.kellerisd.net/Teachers/21990/Photo%20Library/Classroom%202.jpg 
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An id is another way CSS interacts with HTML. The id is a unique identifier that can 
only be used once per page, and each element can only have one ID. The ID is a good 
choice for an item that only exists once on the page, like the main navigation bar. 
There is this same navigation bar on each page, however on a per-page basis, this 
item is unique. 
 
Image from: 
http://fc07.deviantart.net/fs71/f/2011/028/7/a/da_highschool_student_id_by_myhi
nachan-d389jxs.png 
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CSS can also control styling just by element names. For example, in CSS you can say 
that all links (<a> elements) should be red and underlined. The <a> links don't need 
to have a particular class or ID for that. 
 
Note: there are other, more complicated and precise ways to choose what CSS can 
style. These selectors include things like child selectors and descendant selectors. We 
are not going to worry about them for now. 
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I have modified the famous quote we saw at the beginning of this section so it better 
relates to the topic at hand. 
 
Image from: http://interactive.wxxi.org/highlights/2011/03/search-shakespeare-duty-
poets-and-all-time 
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Let's go back to my business' website www.webfluenceconsulting.com 
We are going to use it for looking at CSS. 

17 



Follow the instructions above. 
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First, look at the source of www.webfluenceconsulting.com and find the CSS 
stylesheets referenced in the <head>. 
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If you click on the different CSS stylesheets, style.css, reset.css, text.css and search for 
"typography", you will eventually find this section in the document style.css. I'm 
looking at it in my text editor Notepad++ so it will look different for you in the 
browser. 
 
Look at the design around the world "Typography." Anything you write between /* 
and */ in CSS is a comment. CSS comments serve the same function as HTML 
comments, which is to explain sections of the document to a human or put reminders 
for other developers. In HTML comments are made with <!-- and --> 
 
The things in green represent different HTML elements that I am styling with CSS. 
Let's look at one of these rules up close. 
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This is an up-close view of a CSS rule. The green part represents a selector: here I am 
selecting all "a" elements that are part of all "nav" elements. CSS works based on 
inheritance, which we will get into in our next class. The type in white is known as a 
property, and the text in blue is a value. Together, a property and a value form a 
declaration. Each property is assigned a value. You can choose the properties and 
values to assign to different CSS selectors. In this example, we are using elements to 
style content, as opposed to a class or ID. 
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