Designing the web

Class 2




Agenda

Review from last class
How HTML and CSS talk
Deep dive into CSS
Exploring a CSS document
Let’s play!




Clear divisions

JavaScript

Each language has its own domain

***Review from last class***

Especially when you are first starting out, it is helpful to imagine that the three

languages of the frontend have different functions in the design of webpages.
HTMI: structure

CSSappearance
JavaScriptbehavior



HTML documents

<head>
<body>
HTML5
<ldoctype html|>

***Review from last clasg*

Keep in mind the topics we have already discussed about HTMH TR document
has principally two parts, the <head> and <body>. HTMLS5 is the latest greatest
version of the HTML spec, and thelettype html>, the first line in your HTML
document, declares to the browser you are writing in HTMLS5.



HTMIL, Element

T—

Structure
Definition

***Review from last class***

Remember that HTML elements perform two important functions, just like shampoo.
They provide structure and definition to your content.
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Content First Design

Define and structure your content
before you paint it.

***Review from last class***

Hereis a very important theme in the world of web design. You will make better

webpages if you first think about how your content should be structured and defined
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AFTER you make sure from base 0 your HTML document is able to be interpreted by a
screen reader (which is how many blind people navigate the internet) and by a search
engine (wait you thought they could think?). Properly applying HTML will make
EVERYTHING easier down the rgadir CSS will make more sense (wait till you get

there) and be easier to maintain and web designers will think you are sexy.



;AII the world's a stage,
. And all the men and women merely players

- They have their exits and their entrances,
And one man in his time plays many parts,
' His acts being seven ages.

Let's begin our discussion on CSS today with a famous quote. Does anyone know who
wrote this (the background image shouldn't be too big of a hint)?

Imagefrom: http://interactive.wxxi.org/highlights/2011/03/searchakespeara&luty-
poetsandall-time



What does the CSS do?

POSITIONING

Like HTML, CSS perforimg main functions. It controls both the styling and
positioning of HTML elements on webpages.



How do they talk?

So how do HTML and CSS communicate with one another? Think about what we've
spoken about in previouslasses.

Imagefrom:
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CSS reache*s'-'.;abwn from

the heavens...

Pt

CSS igeferenced in the <head> of an HTML document, and is in that sense "served
up" to act on that particular document. Yes, you can also use inline CSS styling or CSS

directly in the HTML <head>, but this is not good practice and makes maintenance a
nuisance.

Imagefrom: http://wallpapers.freereview.net/42_~ Heavens_Rays.htm
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The CSS file has instructidiealledrules) that are enacted upon HTML elements, as if
they were peons with no choice but to adhere to the CSS rules. All the world's a
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THE LANGUAGE OF

GODS

CSSs the language of gods

Image from:http://www.rankopedia.com/CandidatePix/30661.gif
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So let's refresh our memorgn the different ways CSS can invoke its wrath on the
HTML peons. What we are talking about here is how the CSS knows which part of the
HTML to control. These are known@SS selectors

A class is applied to an HTML element, and it can appear multiple times on a page. An
element can have multiple classes. A class is a good choice for CSS styling when a
bunch of elements share a number of properties. For example, if all rows in a table

are going to be red with a blue border, each row can have the same class.

ImageFROM:
http://campus.kellerisd.net/Teachers/21990/Photo%?20Library/Classroom%202.jpg
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DA High School Student ID

I\"lame/CHara’pter name:
Higashino, Miki

Type: OC " Gender: Girl @Boy O

Art Style:

Digital 60%
Traditional 30%
Photograpy 10%

Owner: Myhinachan

An id is anothemway CSS interacts with HTML. The idusigueidentifier that can

only be used once per page, and each element can only have one ID. The ID is a good
choice for an item that only exists once on the page, like the main navigation bar.
There is this same navigation bar on each page, however onpager basis, this

item is unique.

Imagefrom:
http://fc07.deviantart.net/fs71/f/2011/028/7/a/da highschool student id by myhi
nachand389jxs.png
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CSS can also contslyling just by element names. For example, in CSS you can say
that all links (<a> elements) should be red and underlined. The <a> links don't need
to have a particular class or ID for that.

Note: there are other, more complicated and precise ways to choose what CSS can
style. These selectors include things like child selectors and descendant selectors. We
are not going to worry about them for now.
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EAII the web's a page,
- And all the content merely elements;
- They have their styles and their positions,

And one element in his time plays many

BUT ONLY ONE ID

| have modified the famous quote we saw at the beginning of this section so it better
relates to the topic at hand.

Imagefrom: http://interactive.wxxi.org/highlights/2011/03/searchakespeara&luty-
poetsandall-time
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Let’s Look at CSS!

Webfluence Consulting

The Business Empire of Becky Gessler

Home
Projects
Manifesto
Portfolio

Contact

My name is Becky Gessler and | am the head of
Webfluence Consulting, a web design, development
and consulting firm. | have experience directing web
projects from start to finish and | have worked with a
wide range of clients in sectors such as small business,
government and non-profit.

The purpose of this website is to share my manifesto
on web design and to provide a sampling of my past
work. This website is marked up using HTMLS and
uses the 960 grid system and Adaptjs script. | also
designed this site to be purposefully monochromatic; it
was an exercise in restraint for a person who otherwise
loves color.

Let's go back to my businessebsitewww.webfluenceconsulting.com
We are going to use for looking at CSS.
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Exploring CSS

1. View:source on www.webfluenceconsulting.com
2. Find styles.css
a. Find the styles that apply to typography

Follow the instructions above.
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Source of: http://webfluenceconsulting.com/ - Mozilla
File Edit View Help

<html lang="en">

<head>

<meta charset="utf-g">

<meta http-equiv="x-ua-compatible" content="ie=edge,chrome=1" />

<title>Webfluence Consulting, The Business Empire of Becky Gessler</title>
<meta name="author" content="Becky Gessler" />
<meta name="description" content="This is the manifesto I follow in my web projects." />

<meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width, inipieT=scale=1, minimiMmsgale=1, maximum-scale=1" />
<link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" media="al href="assets/css/reset.css" />
<link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" media="all" href="assets/css/text.css" />

<link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" media="all\\ href="assets/css/style.css" />

<noscript>
<link rel="stylesheet" href="assets/css/mobile.min.css" />
</noscript>

<script>

First, look at the source of www.webfluenceconsulting.com and find the CSS
stylesheetsreferenced in the <head>.



font-size: 3.9em
padding-top
font-family
margin-bottom: 5

font- famlly

paddlng 0
letter-spacing: .0lem

margin: Opx
font-size

font-size: 1.45
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=
-
I
g

If you click on the different CS§lesheetsstyle.css, reset.css, text.css and search for
"typography"”, you will eventually find this section in the document style.css. I'm
looking at it in my text editor Notepad++ so it will look different for you in the
browser.

Look at the design around the world "Typography.” Anything you write between /*
and */ in CSS is a comment. CSS comments serve the same function as HTML
comments, which is to explain sections of the document to a human or put reminders
for other developers. In HTML comments are made withatd-->

The things in green represent different HTML elements that | am styling with CSS.
Let's look at one of thesmilesup close.
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nav a
color: #4B4B4B
text-decoration: none
font-size: 1.22em

display: block
padding-left: 10px
padding-top: 5px
padding-bottom: 5px

This is an weloseview of aCSSule. The green part representssalector. here | am
selecting all "a" elements that are part of afid' elements. CSS works based on
inheritance, which we will get into in our next class. The type in white is known as a
property, and the text in blue is @alue. Together, a property and a value form a
declaration Each property is assigned a value. You can choose the properties and
values to assign to different CSS selectors. In this example, we areslesimgntsto

style content, as opposed to a class or ID.
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